A new spider species, Harpactea konradi, is described and illustrated from specimens collected in South Bulgaria (Eastern Rhodopes). The male palps of the species resemble those of Harpactea srednagora Dimitrov & Lazarov, 1999, in having the biforcate embolus, but this is thicker and more massive, and the conductor is tighter and longer. It is known only from the type locality.
Introduction
The Dysderidae, a rather species-rich spider family in the Mediterranean countries, shows remarkable diversity in Southeastern Europe, and especially on the Balkan Peninsula (Platnick 2008 , Deltshev 1999 . The genus Harpactea, one of the species-richest genera in the family, is currently known to comprise 15 species in Bulgaria. Three of them, H. abantia (Simon), H. apollinea Brignoli and H. sturanyi (Nosek) , are more or less widespread in the Balkan Peninsula, while further six species, H. alexandrae Lazarov, H. deltshevi Dimitrov & Lazarov, H. konradi sp. n., H. samuili Lazarov, H. srednagora Dimitrov & Lazarov and H. strandjica Dimitrov, are only known from a limited number of locations throughout the country and can be considered Bulgarian endemics (cf. Dimitrov & Lazarov 1999 , Lazarov 2004 , 2006a ,b, 2007 shows another distributional pattern including Europe and the Caucasus. The number of species in the country is comparatively high, but compared to that recorded from neighboring countries, e.g. Turkey (18 species), Greece (22 species) (cf. Topcu and al. 2005, Bosmans & Chatzaki 2005) , the Bulgarian fauna should be much richer and many new taxa are expected in the future. The bigger part of species is distributed in Bulgaria in the Submediterranean and Submontane belts, very often inhabiting dry rocky habitats overgrown with bushes. The only exception is H. deltshevi, a species occurring in the humid leaf litter of the Mountain coniferous zone, at ca. 1200 m above sea level. Harpactea has not yet been found in the subalpine and alpine belts in the mountains. The species of Harpactea are ground spiders and small to medium-sized nocturnal wandering hunters. Some of the species are common inhabitants in artificial mine gallery and entrance parts of caves as e.g. H. babori and H. saeva. The species H. samuili, H. srednagora and H. deltshevi are abundant in MSS traps in a depth from 60 to 100 centimeters.
However, in terms of taxonomy and faunistics, there are still quite a few regions remaining insufficiently investigated as the Danubean Plane, Western and Eastern Stara planina Mts., Ihtimanska Sredna Gora Mts., Sarnena Sredna Gora Mts., Western Rhodopy Mts., Thracian Lowland, Mesta River valley, Sakar Mts. and the region of Kraishte. The current paper provides a description of a new species of Harpactea, which was recently discovered in Southern Bulgaria.
Material and methods
The spider material was collected by pitfall traps with 4% formaldehyde, which were emptied once a month. The color is described from formalin and alcohol preserved specimens. All measurements used in the description are given in millimeters. The measurements of the legs are taken from the dorsal side. Total length of the body includes chelicerae. The epigyynes were dissected off and mounted on the dorsal side on an excavated slide in 15% potassium hydroxide (KOH). Material examined: Bulgaria: Eastern Rhodopes, Haskovo District, near Mineralni Bani Village, next to Aida Hut, Garvanets Hill, 750 m, 4 December 1998, 1 male holotype, 1 female paratype (leg. Delyan Delchev) (Fig. 1) . Depository: The holotype and the paratype are kept in the collection of the Institute of Zoology, Sofia.
Etymology: Named in memory of well known araneologist Konrad Thaler. Diagnosis: Resembles Harpactea srednagora Dimitrov & Lazarov, 1999 in having the bifurcate embolus but this is thicker and more massive, and the conductor is tighter and longer in H. konradi sp. n. (Figs 2-4) . Females are very similar to those of other Harpactea species, but there are differences in details of the epigyne (Figs 5-7) .
Description: Male: Total length 6.4; cephalothorax length 3.1, width 2.4; abdomen length 3.3. Carapace red-brown, chelicerae red-brown with 2 rows of 2 teeth, eyes 6, arranged in circle, typical for genus, sternum red-orange, abdomen whitish, legs red-orange.
Leg spines: Coxae I, II without spines, III 3 dorsal, IV 4-7 dorsal. Femora I 4 prolateral, II 4 prolateral, III 8 pairs dorsal, IV 10 dorsal. Patellae I, II without spines, III-IV 1 dorsal. Tibiae I, II without spines, III-IV 4 whirls of spines. Spines on metatarsi as on tibiae. Tarsi without spines. Palp (Figs 2-4 chelicerae red-brown, sternum red-orange, abdomen whitish, legs red-orange. Vulva cosisisting of an anterior basal arch, a sclerotized reverse T-shaped receptacle (anterior spermatheca) and a posterior diverticulum (Figs 5-7). Distribution and habitat. The new species has been found in Southern Bulgaria, inhabiting screes and dry stony areas covered with bushes at an altitude of about 750 m.
Discussion
Following the classification of Deeleman-Reinhold (1993), H. konradi sp. n. falls into group D of this genus, to the H. rubicunda (C. L. Koch) species complex. This group is characteristic with an irregular or globular bulb, embolus and conductor often massive, complicated, sometimes divided, embolus usually reflexed, rarely spiniform. Coxae IV and patellae III with 1 or more spines. Vulva with entirely membranous posterior diverticulum. The species of this group occur mainly in Central Europe and the East Mediterranean.
